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 From the Prez . . . 
    

 

Rob, WA3IHV  

Recordings of monthly mee,ngs are available 

on the San Diego DX Club YouTube channel.   
(1201) San Diego DX Club - YouTube  

 

 

SDDXC YouTube Channel  

 

 
 

Four NASA Astronauts just returned from the Artemis II mission around the 

moon farther than any human has ever traveled.  Thanks to AMSAY DL, we were 

able to see their complex PSK S-band signal using very large arrays comprising 

the deep space network (DSN). Talk about DX!  I wonder if their travel caused 

our HF band condi,ons to become so disrupted? 

Smaller DXpedi,ons con,nue around the world during the fairly mild weather 

condi,ons in the respec,ve spring and fall seasons. 

The 2026 Santa Maria DX and Contesters Conven,on was a great success.  Over 

200 hams were in a?endance.  Our own Marko  Myllymaki, N5ZO was honored 

for having operated from all 40 zones! Congrats Marko! 

Our upcoming monthly mee,ng will be held on Wednesday April 22, 2026 at 

Elijah’s Restaurant (7061 Clairemont Mesa Blvd, SD).  Our speaker is Bud Hen-

nessy, AE6BH.  Bud will be discussing how to protect your sta,on from lighten-

ing! 

Your Board discussed a Club event to operate Field Day in June from Lake 

Poway.  Many of the Board members will be opera,ng at other loca,ons or will 

be travelling out of town.  We are trying to get a feel for whether there is 

enough interest to pursue this event. 

Mark your calendars, the BASH will be on Sunday July 19, 2026 1 o’clock PM at 

San Dieguito Park, Del Mar 

73, hope to see everyone on the 22
nd

. 
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Board Mee�ng Minutes 

Bob, W6ACU 

 

  

    The mee,ng was called to order by our President, Rob, WA3IHV, at 7PM. All Board members were in a?endance. 

ARRL DX Advisory CommiPee 

Bill Shell, N6WS thanked us for our input to keep the Honor Threshold where it is. Other organiza,ons in his region 

feel the same way so that will be recommenda,on. 

NOMINATIONS FOR 2026-27 BOD POSITIONS ARE DUE IN MAY WITH THE ELECTION IN JUNE 

None of the BOD members expressed an interest in changing their posi,ons but other nomina,ons from the mem-

bership are open. 

STATE AND FEDERAL TAXES 

The required reports have been submi?ed and we have also filed the paperwork required for 501(c)(3)  non-profit 

status. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The report is published in the Bulle,n. 

Jim has six members that have not paid their 2026 dues so he asked for assistance if any of the BOD personally knew 

them. It turned out that one had passed away and one was the widow of a member. Jim, W6SMT, is to call the 

others to follow-up.  

FIELD DAY 

Jim, K6ZH, has recommended that the club look at some level of par,cipa,on on  ARRL Field Day. Many of the mem-

bers of the BOD, and for that ma?er members in general) are already affiliated with other clubs that tradi,onally 

par,cipate in Field Day ac,vi,es. Several members men,oned that they would be willing to par,cipate with the 

Poway Group. Jim will be invited to share his ideas at the next mee,ng. 

APRIL MEETYING 

The April mee,ng will feature a presenta,on by our Vice President Bud, AE6BH, about lightning protec,on, specifical-

ly about the design and features of various Lightning Protectors. 

REMINDER THAT THE SUMMER BASH DATE IS JULY 19  

San Dieguito Park #4 at 1PM 

PAYPAL ISSUES 

Rob has had a recent problem with his SDDXC membership PayPal charge. His PayPal account is set-up to CITI COST-

CO card and due to their mishandling, it triggered several issues resul,ng in penal,es. At this point in ,me, it 

seems to be a one-off issue but club members need to monitor it if anyone else sees an issue. The BOD wants to 

make sure that club dues con,nue to handled in the most expedi,ous and efficient manner! 

ZOOM PRICE INCREASE 

Their price for our yearly subscrip,on is going up by $10/year in renewal in June. Hopefully we will have our 501(c)(3) 

by then so we will be classified a s non-profit and have a much be?er rate. 

The mee,ng ended at 8PM. 

 
 

SDDXC Board Mee�ng  April 13
th 

2026 

Bob, W6ACU 

Bob, W6ACU 
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SDDXC Zoom Mee�ng Login 

If the link does not work properly, log on to Zoom.com and use the mee,ng ID and passcode 

shown below.  

San Diego DX Club imvites you to a scheduled Zoom mee,ng. 

Topic: San Diego DX Club's Zoom Mee�ng 

Time: Apr 22, 2026 06:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) Join Zoom Mee,ng 

 

h?ps://us06web.zoom.us/j/2504054238?pwd=2HMK4xi2XcI7GHeQbxnjYsHhcAEfwa.1&omn=81300286286 

 

View mee,ng insights with Zoom AI Companion h?ps://us06web.zoom.us/launch/edl?muid=41e2755d-a78e

-466c-b5ac-4a153790c09c 

 

Mee�ng ID: 250 405 4238 

Passcode: 2gZpWn 

 

SDDXC Mee�ng Minutes March 2026 

Bob, W6ACU 

 
 

Secretary’s Report 

Bob, W6ACU 

 
 

Mee,ng began at 6:30 PM at Elijah’s Restaurant. 

 

15 people were in a?endance with 10 people on-line. 

 

Presenta,on was by Kristen McIntyre K6WX, ,tled : “SWR?  Who Cares!” 

 

At the mee,ng our President, Rob WA3IHV, presented the recent le?er we received from Bill Shell, N6WS, 

solici,ng comments on possible changes to the DXCC Honor Roll threshold. During discussions the club 

membership showed no interest in making any changes. 

 

The mee,ng ended around 7:30 
 



 

 
Pa San Diego DX Club Bulle�n 

A Century Ago 
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SDDXC Treasurer’s Report 

Jim , K6SMT 

Jim , K6SMT 

Past issues of the SDDXC Bulle�n are available on the Club website at: 

 

hPps://www.sddxc.org/docs/newslist/ 

SDDXC Bulle�n Archive 



 

 

 

Bud, AE6BH 

 
 
 
 

SDDXC Mee�ng April 22, 2026  

Mee�ng Program 

The April 2026 Mee�ng Program will be will be 

presented by  

Bud Hennessy, AE6BH.  The topic of Bud’s 

presenta�on will be  

“Protec�ng Your Sta�on from Lightning”.  
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Bud, AE6BH 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SDDXC Contest Results 
 John, K6AM 
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 John, K6AM 

2025 CQ WORLDWIDE DX PHONE CONTEST 
 
 

 

NOTE:  This expedi,on by Marko, N5ZO to zone 10 marks the 40
th

 and final zone in his quest to operate a 

contest from every single zone.  This feat has only been accomplished by 2 other contesters that I know of, 

N6AA and N6ZZ.  So when you see Marko, give him a big a?a-boy for a fantas,c job well done!  
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From the Editor 

Bob, K9RHY 

 The DXCC Honor Roll Accelerator: 

There was a ,me—not so very long ago, though it now seems as distant as spark transmi?ers and hand-

cranked generators—when achieving the DXCC Honor Roll was a life’s work. It required pa,ence bordering 

on sainthood, a tolerance for sta,c crashes that would test the composure of a monk, and a willingness to 

wake at 3:17 a.m. because someone, somewhere, thought they heard a whisper from Bouvet. 

The old-,mers among us will remember this era fondly. We built antennas that threatened local avia,on, 

rotated beams that groaned like World War II destroyers, and spent evenings hunched over logbooks con-

taining more crossed-out callsigns than confirmed ones. We waited years—years!—for a rare en,ty to go 

ac,ve. When it finally did, we ba?led pileups that resembled bar fights more than orderly communica,ons. 

And when, aWer decades, the final QSL card arrived, we experienced a quiet sa,sfac,on that can only be de-

scribed as… well… worth every sleepless hour. 

Naturally, this approach has fallen somewhat out of favor. 

Today’s DXer—let us call them the “Efficiency-Oriented Operator”—has grown accustomed to a different 

tempo. Informa,on is instant. Results are expected promptly. If a rare en,ty is not workable within a reason-

able window (say, eleven minutes), ques,ons begin to be asked. Why must Honor Roll take decades? Why 

not… accelerate? 

A Modest Proposal for the Time-Constrained DXer 

By “Professor” Alphonse Q. Whi�aker, KØAPR 

(Honor Roll Pending Since 1978) 

 Prof. Whi�aker, 3:17 a.m. — awai3ng word from Bouvet. Again. 
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The obstacles to Honor Roll have been well documented. Remote loca,ons. Poli,cal complica,ons. Environmen-

tal hazards. And, perhaps most daun,ng of all, the stubborn requirement that an opera,on be… legi,mate. 

These barriers have, for genera,ons, ensured that DXCC retained its pres,ge. They have also, unfortunately, en-

sured that many operators reach Honor Roll at an age when their primary antenna concern is whether the re-

,rement community permits ver,cals. 

GCADA iden,fied three principal impediments: 

• Geographic Inconvenience – En,,es located in places that are cold, wet, disputed, windswept, or some com-

bina,on thereof. 

• Administra,ve Fric,on – Permissions, licenses, and other documents that stubbornly require actual authori-

za,on from actual authori,es. 

• Verifica,on Protocols – The insistence that contacts originate from bona fide opera,ons physically present 

within the en,ty. 

To the tradi,onalist, these may appear fundamental. To GCADA, they were merely… opportuni,es. 

The turning point came during a late-night strategy session in a conference room situated somewhere between 

Palo Alto and a very good espresso machine. Present were engineers, legal scholars, and at least one individual 

who claimed to have worked every en,ty using nothing but a rain gu?er and sheer determina,on. 

The idea, when it arrived, was elegantly simple: 

 
Thus was born the Remote Autonomous Contact Facilita,on Unit—or RACFU (pronounced “rack-few,” though a 

vocal minority insists on “rack-foo”). 

Each RACFU consists of: 

• A compact HF transceiver 

• A solar power system rated for “op,mis,c condi,ons” 

• A mul,-band antenna that deploys itself with surprising enthusiasm 

• A satellite uplink (geofencing… op,onal) 

• SoWware capable of conduc,ng FT8 QSOs with a level of efficiency some have described as “borderline un-

se?ling” 

Deployment is handled via drone, balloon, or—in one memorable case—an enthusias,c kayaker with excellent 

THE PROBLEM, CLEARLY STATED 

If the mountain will not come to the DXer… send a very small, very clever box to the mountain. 

THE SOLUTION 
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Fig. 1 — Standard RACFU field deployment. Operator (not pictured) is enjoying coffee at home.)  

 
Of course, certain ques,ons arose. 

For example: Does a radio leW una?ended in a remote loca,on cons,tute an “opera,on”? 

Here, GCADA’s legal division—opera,ng under the reassuringly named Center for Equitable Spectrum 

Access (CESA)—proved invaluable. Drawing upon a rich tradi,on of crea,ve interpreta,on, CESA ad-

vanced the concept of “Distributed Operator Presence.” 

In essence: if an operator can control a sta,on remotely, and the sta,on is physically within the en,ty, 

then the spirit of the rule is sa,sfied. The fact that said operator is simultaneously ea,ng a sandwich in 

suburban comfort is, legally speaking, immaterial. 

More challenging was the ma?er of authoriza,on. Some en,,es, regre?ably, do not issue amateur radio 

licenses on short no,ce—or at all. This obstacle was addressed through what CESA termed “Preemp,ve 

Regulatory Clarifica,on.” Without delving into excessive detail (or naming specific jurisdic,ons), this ap-

proach involves: 

• Filing for permission 

• Not receiving permission 

• Interpre,ng the absence of denial as a form of condi�onal assent 

 

ADDRESSING THE FINE PRINT 
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No discussion of the Honor Roll Accelerator would be complete without acknowledging the trans-

forma,ve role of modern digital modes. FT8, in par,cular, has proven ideally suited to the RACFU 

paradigm. Its structured exchanges, precise ,ming, and extraordinary tolerance for weak signals 

make it the perfect companion for una?ended opera,on in environments that would discourage 

even the most enthusias,c human operator. 

Cri,cs have suggested that this reduces the art of DXing to a series of automated transac,ons. 

Proponents counter that it reduces the ,me required for DXing, which is, aWer all, the point. 

 

THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY 

“We are not elimina3ng the challenge. We are simply… compressing it.” — GCADA Spokesperson 

“I’ve waited 30 years for this. It only took 12 minutes!” 

 
The ini,al deployments were, by all accounts, encouraging. Within weeks, en,,es long consid-

ered “difficult” began appearing with remarkable regularity. Signals were modest but consistent. 

QSOs were efficient. Confirma,ons flowed into logs with a steadiness that some found deeply 

sa,sfying and others found vaguely unse?ling. 

EARLY RESULTS 
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As with any innova,on, reac,ons have been mixed. 

The Efficiency-Oriented Operators have embraced the program with gusto. For them, the Honor Roll 

Accelerator represents a long-overdue moderniza,on of a venerable ins,tu,on. 

The tradi,onalists, meanwhile, have raised though[ul concerns. They ask: What becomes of the jour-

ney? The an,cipa,on? The stories that begin with “You should have been there when…”? 

These are valid ques,ons, and ones that GCADA has addressed with characteris,c op,mism. 

“We are not replacing tradi,on,” a spokesperson explained. “We are offering an alterna,ve pathway 

for those whose schedules do not permit mul,-decade engagement.” It is, in other words, a ma?er of 

choice. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Plans are already underway for Phase II of the program. Enhancements under considera,on include: 

Adap,ve Propaga,on Op,miza,on – RACFUs that adjust frequency and power in real ,me based on 

global condi,ons 

Predic,ve Pileup Management – Algorithms that an,cipate demand and allocate QSOs with near-

perfect efficiency 

Heritage Mode – An op,onal se\ng that introduces ar,ficial QRM, variable signal strength, and 

simulated operator fa,gue for those seeking a more “authen,c” experience 

There is even talk of a commemora,ve cer,ficate for early adopters, printed on paper designed to re-

semble slightly yellowed QSL cards. A though[ul touch. 

A FINAL REFLECTION 
It would be easy to view the Honor Roll Accelerator as a departure from tradi,on. In some respects, it 

is. 

But it is also, perhaps, a con,nua,on of a long-standing amateur radio spirit: the desire to push bound-

aries, to innovate, and occasionally, to take ourselves just a li?le less seriously. AWer all, the essence of 

DXing has never been solely about the en,,es. It has been about the pursuit, the camaraderie, and the 

shared understanding that—whether we are stringing wire in the backyard or deploying a RACFU to a 

windswept outcrop—we are all part of the same curious endeavor. 

And if, along the way, a few more operators find themselves on the Honor Roll—perhaps a bit sooner 

than expected—well… 

One suspects the bands will con,nue to be lively. 

Editor’s Note (April 1st): The preceding ar3cle is offered in the spirit of good humor and gentle 

sa3re. No RACFUs were deployed in the making of this narra3ve, though several were enthusias-

3cally discussed over adult beverages. As always, may your signals be strong, your logs accurate, 

and your sense of humor intact. 73. 

COMMUNITY RESPONSE 

Bob, K9RHY 
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Club Log DX Report for April, 2026 
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Elijah’s Restaurant and Deli 

Many Thanks to our Supporters, Friends and Sponsors 

We are pleased to recognize the many businesses that help contribute to the success 

and vitality of  the SDDXC 


