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AMATEUR RADIO

From the Prez...
~ob, WA3IHV

The Winter solstice is behind us and the days are getting longer. The Janu-
ary sun has started off with a bang. We sustained geomagnetic storms
during eight of the first 13 days of this year. This far exceeds 2025 and ri-
vals record rates during the last several decades. Cycle 26 will begin in
2029, although no predictions have been published to date.

Many DXpeditions are going on now. Desecheo Is. in the Caribbean and is
number 14 on the most wanted. They just broke 10K QSOs on the way to
their goal of 100K. They report that 20-10 M have been best for them.
They will be operating until January 30, 2026

The ARRL CW DX contest is just around the corner beginning on February
15.

Annual Club dues payments were expected by December 31 and your
membership becomes delinquent on January 31, 2026. If you have not
done so, make every effort to pay your dues. We are the least expensive
club in San Diego! Contact Jim K6SMT to pay your 2026 dues.

| have been asked to give a talk to PARC (Palomar Amateur Radio Club) at
their May meeting. My topic is SDDXC. If anyone has any historic photos
of our Club kindly send them to me: WA3IHV@gmail.com

Our upcoming meeting is January 28, 2026 at Elijah’s at 1830 local. Our

presenter is Bruce Perens, K6BP speaking about “The Counterpoise: The

Other Part of Your Antenna”. Hope to see you athere!

HNY, gud DX, es 73
=ob, WA3IHV

4 A

SDDXC YouTube Channel

Recordings of monthly meetings are available
on the San Diego DX Club YouTube channel.
\ (1201) San Diego DX Club - YouTube /
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Board Meeting Minutes
®ob, W6ACU

SDDXC Board Meeting January 122026

The meeting began at 7:00 P.M. All Directors and Officers were in attendance.
HOLIDAY PARTY

Everyone considered it a great success! However, there were some concerns about the food selection/quality.
We will have to consider those concerns when we book for next year.

NEW PORTABLE SPEAKER SYSTEM

During the holiday break the Board authorized Jerry to purchase a portable battery-operated loudspeaker sys-
tem with microphone and Bluetooth capabilities that he saw at Home Depot. He has been testing the
speaker and if seems to meet all of our needs for the meetings. It replaces the large heavy system that
had to be carried to each meeting and event.

CHANGE IN WEB SITE

Rob is going to make sure that the web site gets updated to track the changes we made in classes of member-
ship and requirements.

APPLICATIONS FOR NEW MEMBERS

Jim has received membership dues from several new people for whom we have not yet received Applications.
Jim was also having some trouble using the spreadsheet he inherited from Brian that was originally con-
structed by Randy. He has been working with Bud, who has written some new Macros for it to meet our
current needs. Jim, Bud, Bryan and Bob had a call so that everyone knows how to use the revised spread-
sheet. Bob will take over the maintenance of the spreadsheet with Jim and Rob also having access. Bob
will contact the people from whom we have not yet received applications so that all are paperwork is in
order. Bob will also create a sign-up sheet for the meetings so we can track attendance, especially for new
members that are in the process of joining.

TREASURER’S REPORT
The Board approved Jim’'s latest Treasurer’s Report.
JANUARY MEETING — JANUARY 28™

In person meeting will be held as usual at Elijah’s at 1830 local time. The main speaker will be Bruce Perens,

K6BP, and he will speak on “The Counterpoise: The Other Part of Your Antenna”. Bud is also reaching out
to Bob Fanfant, N7QT, to see if he can do a follow-up presentation on the new features of the latest ver-
sion of WSJT-X program.
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PARC MEETING MAY 2026

Rob has been invited to make a presentation about the SDDXC at the PARC meeting in May. He is
looking for any old pictures that our members have that show our shacks, participation in Visa-
lia, etc. Send them directly to him.

DUES REMINDERS

Many members have already paid their dues for 2026 but others need to be reminded. We are asking Bob
Farkaly to remind everyone about the dues and there will also be a section on the Web Site so that each
person can check on the dues status.

BIRTHDAY REMINDERS

Some people have asked about having Birthday greetings in the Bulletin but others objected. The BOD decid-
ed not to include them.

SANTA MARIA DX CONVENTION

Rob is going to ask Jim Neiger, N6TJ, to speak at our February meeting to bring everyone up to date about
the plans for the DX Convention in Santa Maria in April 10-12.

The meeting ended at 8:10PM.

Bob, W6ACU

SDDXC Zoom Meeting Login

Time: Jan 28, 2026 06:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2504054238?pwd=2HMK4xi2Xcl7GHeQbxnjYsHhcAEfwa.1&omn=87544265247
View meeting insights with Zoom Al Companion
https://usO06web.zoom.us/launch/ed|?muid=e27e6d3e-5c01-4e11-b158-b9740a5c2341

Meeting ID: 250 405 4238

Passcode: 2gZpWn

One tap mobile

+16694449171,,25040542384#,,,,*449415# US
+13462487799,,2504054238#,,,,*449415# US (Houston)

Join instructions
https://us06web.zoom.us/meetings/87544265247 /invitations?
signature=OHOvBxaP8m aTietWDAk9UkgPXZJnBu iU4kdtFwmxY
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SDDXC Treasurer’s Report

)it , K6SMT

December 2025 REPORT FIGURES (Full Month)

$603.20 _($343.20 Holiday Party + $260 Membership Dues)

$1592.84 Marie Calendars (Holiday Party)

$30.00 Stephan Emmenegger Refund for Holiday Party Non-Attendance

$15.00 Jim Wellington Friend Refund for Holiday Party Non-Attendance

CASH BALANCE 12-31-2025: $3507.88

)i, KBSMT

SDDXC Bulletin Archive

Past issues of the SDDXC Bulletin are available on the Club website at:

https://www.sddxc.org/docs/newslist/

N

/
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Meeting Program
SDDXC Meeting January 28, 2026

Buol, AE6BH

The January 2026 Meeting Program
will be presented by
Bruce Perens, K6BP and titled:
“The Counterpoise: The Other Part of Your Antenna”

Bruce Perens K6BP of Berkeley, CA is the founder of No-Code International, an
organization that advocates for the elimination of the Morse code require-
ment in Amateur Radio licensing worldwide, while working to influence the
International Telecommunications Union, FCC, and regulators in numerous na-
tions.

According to QST, August 1999, Bruce co-authored a front page article in the
Wall Street Journal headlined: “To Ham Operators, Morse Code Test is Like a
Latin Exam” which appeared in a June, 1999 edition. According to reporter Lee
Gomes at the rime, Bruce is quoted as saying: “Morse code is an antiquated
technology”. He went on to quote K6BP as saying that he is not concerned
about a “post-Morse code ham world inhabited by barbarians”.

Welcome fellow barbarians.

K6BP’s web site is: https://perens.com BMO{, AE6BH
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SDDXC Contest Results
_John, K6AM

Contest results will resume in the February edition of the
SDDX Bulletin.

\ _John, K6AM

ARRL DX CW Announced Operations: 2026
ARRL DX CW Announced Operations
February 21-22, 2026

Call DXCC Class QSsL Source
2P9SR Barbados S0LP LoTwW TDDX By WEBKSR

KH6J Hawaii M AHBOZ NBTJ By KH7U K1ZM NH7T NBTW NETJ KX7IM NBAN NSOT. @KHEYY
P44W Aruba S50AB LoTwW W2GD By W2GD; QRV Feb 16-23; WARC CW outside contest; QSL via N2ZMM
TITW "

el Costa Rica S0OAB HP LoTw N4YDU By NAYDU
V3o Belize S0 HP EASGL DLEUD By DL8UD; QRV Feb 19-26 outside contest using V31KO
5 MOURX . . .
V3T Belize 50 OGRS OPDX By W5MJ; Coutside contest using V31T
VATY 5t Kitts & Nevis S0LP LoTwW KOYA By KOYA; fm St Kitts |
VPZMCV Montserrat 50 LoTw MMOMDX By KGIN; QRV Feb 17-Mar 3; QSL via KGIN
VPal Bermuda M2 LoTwW OPDX By K3TEJ AB2E; @VPIGE; QSL via WW3S

/ Secretary’s Report
Bob, W6ACU

SDDXC Meeting Minutes December 2025

As in recent years, the December 2025 SDDXC meeting was superseded by the Holiday
Party. Mintes of the January 2026 meeting will be posted in the February 2026 edition
of the SDDXC Bulletin.

\ B0ob, W6ACU /
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From the Editor
Bob, KORHY

The Entity That Slipped Away:

How the Free City of Danzig Vanished from the Deleted List

As DXers, we pride ourselves on

precision. Countries are counted, verified, crossed off, and—when his-

Baltic Sea

Kénigsberg
tory intervenes—carefully marked deleted. We like our ledgers clean

and our totals unambiguous. Yet every so often, a quiet anomaly sur-

faces, one that resists neat accounting.
The Free City of Danzig is one of those anomalies.

It was real. It was worked. It was counted. And yet, for reasons that still

feel unsettlingly human, it nearly vanished—not from history, but from
memory. Specifically, from the very list meant to remember such
things: the DXCC Deleted Entities list.

How does a country disappear twice?

A City with Too Much History

Danzig was never comfortable in its own skin. Born out of the Treaty of Versailles in 1920, the Free City exist-
ed as a geopolitical compromise—neither Polish nor German, but nervously watched by both. It flew its own

flag, issued its own stamps, and licensed its own ham radio operators.

To early DXers, Danzig was a curiosity and a prize. Here was a politically distinct entity with limited amateur
activity, wedged between larger powers, its very existence uncertain. It felt like a deleted entity waiting to

happen—and that made it irresistible.

Contacts were made. QSLs were exchanged. Logbooks were inked. And in September 1939, when German
troops marched in and the city was absorbed into the Reich, Danzig quietly became something else: a DXCC

deletion before the term even existed.

At the time, no one thought much about lists. Europe was burning.

DXCC Before Deletions Had Names

The DXCC program began in 1937 as a living document, not an archive. Countries were listed, not retired.
When an entity ceased to exist, it simply stopped appearing. There was no “Deleted Entities” column—no
tombstones, no footnotes.
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Danzig vanished from the active list in 1939 the
same way it vanished politically: abruptly, and
without ceremony.

Then came Pearl Harbor. Then blackout curtains.
Then silence on the bands.

The War Ends, and the Ledgers Reo-
pen

When DXCC was rebuilt after World War 11, it was
done by tired people in a changed world. ARRL staff and volunteers faced an overwhelming task: reestablish-
ing amateur radio, redefining country criteria, and untangling a geopolitical snarl that stretched from the Bal-
tic to the South Pacific.

This was the moment when deleted entities became a concept.

Manchukuo. Memel. The Philippine Islands. These were entities whose disappearance
occurred during or after the war, while the DXCC machinery was once again turning.
They were processed, assigned deletion dates, and entered into the new system.

Free City of Danzig A Plausible Oversight
Freie Stadt Danzig (German) Here is where the story—
Wolne Miasto Gdarisk (p0|iSh) necessarily speculative—becomes interesting.
1920-1939 Imagine an ARRL committee meeting in late 1946 or

early 1947. Cigarette smoke curls toward the ceiling.
Stacks of QSLs, many remembers from stations now si-
lent forever, sit in battered folders. Someone is compil-
ing the first postwar “Deleted Countries” list.

ry
.
+

“Anything else from before the war?” someone asks.

A pause.

Flag Coat of arms

The Free City of Danzig is mentioned. Or maybe it isn’t.
Motto: “Nec Temere, Nec Timide"*

el bl Perhaps it’s dismissed as “Germany now.” Perhaps
‘Neither rashly nor timidly’

someone assumes it was never formally recognized.
Perhaps the card file that once held Danzig’s entry was
misfiled under “G,” or lost when offices moved, or destroyed during a wartime paper drive.

Or perhaps—and this is the most unsettling possibility—someone chose not to reopen it.
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The Result: A Clean Slate with Rough Edges

Postwar DXCC needed clarity. The world was tired of the war. Newcomers needed rules. Veterans needed
continuity. What no one wanted was ambiguity—especially ambiguity tied to pre-war Europe, where bor-
ders had failed catastrophically.

So a baseline was established.
1945 became Year Zero.

Entities deleted after that date were formally tracked. Those that disappeared before it were quietly ab-
sorbed into history, acknowledged in old bulletins and QST articles, but not consistently carried forward.

No conspiracy. No malice.
Just exhaustion—and a desire to move on.

Danzig became a ghost entity: real, documented, but considered “out of scope.”

Why the Ghost Occasionally Reappears
And yet—like all good ghosts—Danzig refused to stay buried.

It appeared in old QST DXCC notes. YM4AA, YM4AD and others had been reported in “Calls Heard”. It sur-
faced in correspondence between early DXers. And decades later, when the ARRL undertook the monumen-
tal task of creating the Diamond DXCC Challenge list, someone had to ask the uncomfortable question:

What about everything that came before?

That was the moment Danzig re-emerged—not onto the active list, and not quite onto the formal deleted
list either, but into a liminal space. Acknowledged. Footnoted. Present—but not fully restored.

Enough to prove it existed.

Not enough to explain why it vanished.

A Motive, If One Must Be Found

If there was a motive—and again, this is conjecture—it may have been institutional self-preservation.

Recognizing every pre-war entity would have forced ARRL to reopen old claims, validate fragile QSLs, and
confront the uncomfortable reality that DXCC’s earliest records were incomplete by modern standards.

Better, perhaps, to let some things remain implicit.
Better to remember selectively. Maybe better to forget.

a city between worlds, an entity between lists, and a reminder that even in DXing—where we count every-
thing—some things are lost not to malice, but to time.
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Why This Matters to Us

To the new DXer, this may sound like ancient history. To the Honor Roll DXer, it may feel like nitpicking.

But Danzig matters because it reminds us that DXCC is not just a list—it is a human artifact. It was built by
operators who lived through uncertainty, war, and loss. It carries their assumptions, their shortcuts, and
their silences.

Some entities were deleted.
Some were forgotten.

And a few—like Danzig—simply didn’t make the cut.

The Final Mystery

This actually happened. Here are few rare examples of pre-war QSL cards bearing a Danzig address. They
are not just collectibles, they are witnesses.

Today, the Free City of Danzig remains what it has always been: a city between worlds, an entity between
lists, and a reminder that even in DXing—where we count everything—some things are lost not to malice,
not to indifference, but to time.

DANTIN
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CW - A Point/Counterpoint Opinion

by an Old Timer

®ob, KIRHY
\ J

"Point/Counterpoint" was a hallmark of 1970s 60 Minutes—a liberal and a conservative journalist squaring off on the

issues of the day. Hearing both sides wasn't just provocative; it was genuinely informative. Classic television at its
best.

This month's SDDXC program features Bruce Perens, K6BP, of Berkeley, CA. As founder of No-Code International,
Bruce has long advocated eliminating the Morse code requirement for amateur radio licensing. He famously likened
Morse code to Latin: an antiquated technology, irrelevant to modern hams. In his view, the CW portions of our bands
are relics best left to "barbarians."

Well, | confess: I'm one of those barbarians.
But I'm a barbarian who has lived comfortably in two worlds—the digital revolution and the golden age of ham radio
DXing.

In 1968-69, as a young IBM systems engineer, | helped pioneer high-speed data communications alongside AT&T.
From that era's clunky 2701 TCUs to today's gigabit fiber, technology has leaped forward in ways | once only dreamed
of. I built my career (and my fortune through startups) on digital innovation, with zero regrets. Yet ever since the day
I lugged my Vibroplex bug onto a Chicago bus and headed downtown to pass the 20 WPM code test at the FCC office
in the Federal Building, my passion for CW and DXing has never faded.

Think of it this way: | love the wind-in-my-hair thrill of driving my vintage MG TD

on a sunny afternoon. But when | need to get to a meeting on time, | climb into
my modern, digitally loaded daily driver. Is it really so strange to cherish both?

Now comfortably retired, my bucket list is short. Just one ham item left: I’'m one
shy of the #1 Spot at the Top of the ARRL CW DXCC Honor Roll, waiting for Kim
Jong Un to flip the switch and reopen ham radio in North Korea so | can finally
work that elusive P5 on CW. My current CW position is 339/351, so just P5 to fi-
nally have them all.

To borrow an old cliché, CW may not be everyone's cup of tea. But to this barbari-
an DXer, it's the perfect brew. At SK time, they'll have to pry my Begali keyer from
my cold, dead hands.

(And yes, I'll keep answering CQs in the old bands—because
some things are worth preserving.)

Bob, KORHY Ia J \
Old Timer & Proud CW Barbarian A ' | DDJDD

6  ARRL iifieiisisio: ‘6&%__”.;"«
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BVIP Update: China’s PLA Sends Drone Into

Airspace Near Pratas Island
KFrom the South China Morning Post Y,

. The People’s Liberation Army said it sent a drone into

airspace near the Taiwan-controlled Pratas Island on Sat-
urday, as Beijing ramps up military pressure amid soaring

cross-strait tensions.

The deployment was “a routine flight training in the air-
space around China’s Dongsha Island, which was com-
pletely legitimate and lawful”, the PLA Southern Theatre
Command, which oversees the South China Sea, said in a
statement just a few days ago.

It came hours after the Taiwanese defense ministry re-
ported that a PLA surveillance drone had entered the air-
space of Pratas, also known as Dongsha in mainland China and Tungsha in Taiwan, at 5.44am and remained in the
area for four minutes.

Pratas is the largest natural island in the South China Sea and commands a vital strategic position in its northern
reaches, bridging the Taiwan Strait and the Bashi Channel.

It lies 450km (280 miles) southwest of Kaohsiung in southern Taiwan and 260km from Shantou, in the southern
mainland province of Guangdong.

It had described the two-day “Justice Mission 2025” exercise at the end of December as a stern warning against
“Taiwan independence” separatist forces and external interference.

Beijing views Taiwan as part of China, to be reunited by force if necessary. Most countries, including the United
States, do not recognize the self-governed island as an independent state, but Washington is opposed to any at-
tempt to take Taiwan by force and is legally bound to provide weapons for its defense.

Beijing has repeatedly described Taiwan as the “very core of its core interests”, and it has been the most sensitive
issue in its relations with the US.

Beijing has also steadfastly condemned Washington’s arms sales to the island, including a record USS$11 billion
weapons package announced in mid-December, which cast fresh doubts on US President Donald Trump’s planned
visit to China this April.
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Desecheo Credit: DXCC says YES, IOTA says NO

Another Chapter in DX Award-Program One-Upmanship

This headline tries to get my point across with a knowing
wink to experienced DXers — that it's the same old silly-
but-serious rivalry between the two systems — without
crossing into crude (but obvious) territory about such
differences of opinion.

The ARRL is expected to accept contacts with the current
Desecheo operation (using stations operated remotely
from the nearby yacht while IOTA rules call it a remote

I operation that does not qualify for award credit.
MINES BIGGER

This type of disagreement is not without precedent. Here
are a few random examples of similar disagreement be-
tween the ARRL and the IOTA committee:

* Recognition of contacts without physical QSL cards was a bone of contention for years until the
IOTA bigwigs accepted the fact that eQSL, LOTW and verified contest contacts were, indeed,
valid for award qualification.

e Saint Martin Island (IOTA NA-105): The IOTA committee treats this as a single island group,
while ARRL DXCC recognizes it as two separate entities: Saint Martin (FS) and Sint Maarten
(PJ7).

e Cyprus Island (IOTA AS-004): The IOTA committee accepts this as one group, whereas ARRL
DXCC divides it into two entities: Cyprus (5B) and UK Sovereign Base Areas on Cyprus (ZC4).

e Guangdong Province Coast Group (IOTA AS-075): IOTA considers this a unified group, but ARRL
DXCC separates it into China (B) and Macao (XX9).

* Hong Kong Group (IOTA AS-006): IOTA accepts it as a single group, while ARRL DXCC distin-
guishes between China (B) and Hong Kong (VR2).

* Borneo Island (IOTA OC-088): The IOTA committee recognizes this as one group, in contrast to
ARRL DXCC, which splits it into three entities: East Malaysia (9M6/8), Brunei (V8), and Indonesia
(YBO-3 for Kalimantan).
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The most remote uninhabited island on Earth

LOC JD15pn
CQ ZONE 38
ITU ZONE 67

IOTA AN-002 | POTA BV-0001 | WWEF_L_EE@OM
" The Most Rémo?e-Uninhabi'te’d.:P{_ace on The Planet .=
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VU4'Andaman
DXpedition>2026

- [UPDATE] -

We are pleased to announce that well known DXer and POTA Administrator KB2FMH,
James Gallow has joined the 2026 Andaman Island DXpedition Team. His DX experience
and POTA knowledge are important to the Team to improve the Andaman Dxpedition’s
QSO0 rate and activation of three rare POTA locations on Andaman Island.

The Andaman Island DXpedition is scheduled to begin transmitting on October 19, 2026.
Then it will be entering the 2026 CQ WW SSB Contest representing India with a goal of
first place for Asia. Three POTA locations, IN-0003, IN-0005, and IN-0007, will be
activated between October 27-29. This will be the initial activation of all three locations

If you are interested in joining the 2026 Andaman Island DXpedition Team please contact
Van Herridge, N4VGE, immediately at N4VGE@worlddxpedition.org.
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Peter | Island Dxpedition 2026

Peter | Izland [¥pedition 2026 preparation has staried!

Peter | is the #8 DXCC in ClublLog most wanted list.

Ve have secured a vessel, and we're now building 3 team of 12 operators that will go to Peter |
Isiand in February 2026 and stay there for 14 days. The vessel is a proper Antarctica vessel with
2 helicopters, two Expedition leaders and with all permits needead.

We are working closely with the Monwvegian Polar Institute to obtain the landing permit. A website
has been created and additional information about Peter | 1sland DX pedition will be refeased

shorily. Fundraising is expecied o stari 2024

Team leader Ken LATGIA, Co-leader Adnan KO85CA, Co-leader Cezar VEILYC and Co-leader
Dave WDACOW

Medig Officer. James Gallo KB2FMH.
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AU7RS Lakshadweep Islands Delayed

AU7RS Lakshadweep Islands — by Sarath VU2RS.

We've got to postpone the Lakshadweep Island DXpedition. Our Spiderbeam and DX Commander antennas, crucial for
160m/80m ops got stuck due to shipment delays. Material arrived end of December, but UPS/Fedex put it on hold for holidays +

customs issues.

BUT — we’ve got some good stuff too! Loop antennas are in, and we’ve added 2 x 1IKW Amplifiers & 500 Watt Power Amplifier to

beef up our power. Customs dept. friends are helping us clear the mess, and remaining gear arrived in Kochi Jan 2026.

We're waiting on WPC updates on foreign reciprocal licenses. If needed, we’ll explore shifting to another island where foreign

nationals are allowed. Police verifications are done, we’re ready to roll!

We'll share new dates ASAP once customs clears our gear. Stay tuned, thanks for your patience and support!

Sarath VU2RS.
Leader, AU7RS Expedition.
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Club Log DX Report for January, 2026

Most active bands

Band Q503 % DX
160K 18,134 16.41
&M 118,236 12.85
G 14,925 28.31
400 242 709 21.34
J0M 83,01 35.00
20M 248 507 2432
1M 73,723 41558
15M 162 643 4835
12M 56,939 58.01
100 120,783 5394
&M 9,662 325
Solar activity
Date SFI A
2026-01-20 173 73
2026-01-19 148 14
2026-01-18 159 27
2026-01-17 148 26
2026-01-16 139 12
2026-01-15 127 7
2026-01-14 117 10

Last QSO

2026-01-20 14:29

2026-01-20 14:29

2026-01-20 14:18

2026-01-19 16:24

2026-01-18 21:49

2026-01-13 05:43

2026-01-0123:24

2026-01-01 01:22

2025-12-1217:05

2025-12-11 07:54

Graph 1  P5 DPRK (NORTH KOREA)
" 2 BSTH  SCARBOROUGH REEF
3. CEOX  SAN FELIX ISLANDS
-~ n 4 BVOF  FRATAS ISLAND
. 5 KHTK KURE ISLAND
. 0. |KH3 | JOHNSTONISLAND
7. FTiG GLORIOSO ISLAND
e 8  3y/P  FETER1ISLAND
. 9 FT5/X = KERGUELEN ISLAND
10. Y¥W0 AVES ISLAND
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Many Thanks to our Supporters, Friends and Sponsors

We are pleased to recognize the many businesses that help contribute to the success
and vitality of the SDDXC
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