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The San Diego DX Club (SDDXC) is among the best known and most highly respected DX clubs in the United States. 
{ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфпсΣ {55·/ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭŜ-ups with DXpeditions and a fair 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ά¢ƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƴƻǊ wƻƭƭέ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ 5·Σ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ  ǎǘƻπ
ǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊǳōōƛƴƎ Ŝƭōƻǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ά.ƛƎ Dǳƴǎέ ƻǊ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ tƛǎǘƻƭǎέΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜŜǘπ
ings.  Join us at our next meeting. Visitors are particularly welcome! 

San Diego DX Club Bulletin 

Well, here we are starting up a brand new year. I hope everyone had a great holi-
day season and perhaps got a new piece of equipment. I do believe that 2010 is 
going to be a most interesting year. Propagation should improve significantly. 
Hams living in San Diego may not be able to take advantage of it if the city has its 
way, however. 

This year will be a milestone for our club. We will be celebrating our 65th year as a 
DX club. We are thinking of having a BASH type of event in celebration. The club 
would provide the hamburgers, buns, etc. and the attendees would each bring 
something potluck. We are looking at late May at this point. The weather should-
ƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōŀǎƘΦ  {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ƳǳƎǎ ǘƻ 
commemorate will be made available for purchase.  Gayle K6GO is in charge of this 
ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

A couple of our club members did quite well in last WW WPX SSB contest. Jim Ste-
venson W6YI placed tops in zone 3 and 6th overall in the USA single op high power.  
John K6AM placed third in the US under the single op low power category. Great 
job guys.  

Lathw¢!b¢ bh¢L/9Υ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŘǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛƴǉǳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
end of this month. Quite a few of you have not paid so far so please get a check to 
[ŜƻƴΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǇŀƛŘ ōȅ WŀƴΦ ом ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƴƻ ŘǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
received after that, the member will be dropped from the roles as well as the re-
ŦƭŜŎǘƻǊΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŦƻƭƪǎΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ 

As you see, our next meeting is Jan. 27. Please be there if at all possible as there 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ƻƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǎƘǳǘ 
down amateur radio. It is too much to put it in these notes except to say that 
members of our board in concert with Larry, Felix, Marty Woll, and Steve Early, 
have been working their butts off trying to get a favorable resolution instead of 
having to go to court. You will be seeing a series of e-mail section letters over the 
next few weeks telling all hams in San Diego what we need in the line of help. 
When these arrive I would hope that the members living in the city will respond. 
!ƭǎƻΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ WŀƴΦ мнΦ LΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
Arnie to post it on our website. In a non public forum, we can fill you in on the full 
story which involves treachery and intrigue that you may find most interesting. 

We also need more volunteers to help man the registration desk at the Visalia con-
vention. Every one of our members attending the convention is expected to help. I 
will send the sign up sheet around again at the meeting. 

 GOOD DXING 

 73, Wayne, NN6R 



Treasurers Report 
Leon Helms N6VS 
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THE SDDXC TOP 10 
 

By John, K6AM 
 

SDDXC QSL Checkpoints: 
Another great reason for coming to the meetings!  
PLUS you save on postage!  
CQ Awards (WAZ, CQ DX, WPX)  K6NA 
ARRL Field Checkers: WA6MHZ, W6YOO 

Bank Balance as of December 1, 2009 $3,329.15 

Income: 
Membership dues  $     20.00  

Expenses: 

Postage     $       9.01 

Bank balance January 1, 2010        $3,340.14 
Petty Cash on hand   $      20.00 
Balance checking & Petty Cash          $3,360.14 
Antenna Ordinance balance          $  -595.67 

As of 1/15/2010 K6AIL, K6AM, W6AQ, WB6BFG, K6BK, 
W6BS, N6CW, N6ERD, W6EUF, N6IEF, K6JHD, W6KH, 
N6KI, K6MC, AF6MX, K6NA, AI6O, K6QS, N0RR, N7TY, 
NF9T, W6TUR, N6UWW, W6VNR, K6WSC, W6WU, AE6XG, 
NG6Z, K6ZH, AD6ZJ, N5ZO, AND W6ZZ have not paid their 
2010 dues 

2010 Visalia DX Convention 

The 61st Annual International DX Convention, spon-
sored by the Southern California DX Club, will be held 
at The Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center Visalia 
on 16-18 April 2010. Preregistration began on 1 De-
cember. Complete details can be found at  

http://www.dxconvention.org/ 

For questions regarding registration or DX stations who 
need lodging assistance, please email Cathy Gardenias, 
K6VC at the address located on the website under reg-
istration. 

DXpedition of the Year Survey  
 
Col, MM0NDX is conducting an online survey to recognize 
the DX World of Ham Radio DXpedition of the Year 2009 -  
please visit  

http://dx -hamspirit.com/dxpedition -of - the -year -2009/  

and cast your vote!  

¢ƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ млέ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦŦΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
presenting the "Rookie of the Year" award at the 
meeting. 

Coming in the February SDDXC Bulletin 



On December 29, 2009, I read that Knut Magne Haugland (LA3KY) 
became a silent Key on Christmas Day. He was 92. Haugland was the 
last remaining member of a team of six, who with Thor Heyerdahl in 
1947, successfully crossed the Pacific Ocean in a 45 foot raft made of 

balsa wood and 
bamboo. The raft, 
named Kon-Tik, was 
an attempt to 
prove that people 
from South America 
could have settled 
Polynesia in pre-
Columbian times. 
Communications 
with the world be-
yond the raft were 
handled exclusively 

via ham radio. The radio operators were Knut Haugland and Torstein 
Raaby. 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ Kon-Tiki adventure since I was just a little ankle 
biter in 1947, but the excitement of the expedition resurfaced first in 
1955 ς 1956 when Heyerdal released Aku Aku, recounting his expedi-
tion to Easter Island (CE0A/CE0E) (Rapa Nui) and again in 1969 ς 1970 
when he again built balsa wood rafts called the Ra and Ra II and 
sailed from Morocco to Barbados. 
 I think my interest in the Kon-Tiki began 
to peak after reading advertisements for 
National Radio in old CQ magazines. 
While the voyage has been documented 
in popular books and movies, I felt that 
the ham radio and DX dimensions of the 
journey had not received the attention 
they deserved.  
The story starts when Kon-Tiki departed 
from Peru heading for Polynesia on April 
28, 1947.  
The expedition used call sign LI2B and carried three watertight radio 
transmitters. The first operated on 40 and 20 meters, the second on 
10 meters and the third on 6 meters. The idea behind the 7 ς 14 MHz 
ǊƛƎ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ όά! ±ŜǊǎŀǘƛƭŜ tƻǊǘŀōƭŜ-Emergency Trans-
ƳƛǘǘŜǊέύ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Wǳƭȅ мфпм ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ v{¢ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ с ŀƴŘ мл ƳŜǘŜǊ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²мI5vΩǎ WǳƴŜ мфпс 
v{¢ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ όάaƻōƛƭŜ wƛƎ ŦƻǊ рл ŀƴŘ ну aŎέύΦ  

Each transmitter used 2E30 tubes in all stages and ran 
about 10W input. The modulator used three 2E30s. 
Using only a single tube type simplified spare part 
stocking enormously. As an emergency backup, Kon-
Tiki carried a German Mark V transceiver originally re-
created by Britain's Special Operations Executive in 
1942. Other equipment included a Gibson Girl hand-
ŎǊŀƴƪŜŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ άǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƛǾŜǊέ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƛπ

time bands (that would become part of one of earliest IOTA expedi-

tions ever), a VHF radio for 
contacting aircraft and two 
British Mark II transmitters. 
The heart of Kon-¢ƛƪƛΩǎ com-
munications operation was 
a National Radio NC-173 
receiver. All the rigs were 

powered by a combination of dry batteries and a hand-cranked gen-
erator. Dry batteries were used rather 
than rechargeable wet cells because 
there was concern a wet cell battery 
might spill acid and cause damage. The 
Kon-Tiki carried a total of 41 six volt and 
thirty 45 volt batteries. Individual cells of 
the 45 volt batteries were used in series-
parallel to provide the six volts needed 
for the filaments, extending battery life 
so the batteries were able to continue 
operating for the duration of the trip.  
The transmitters were built without me-
ters because meters were felt to be too 
fragile for the planned journey. The old 
ƘŀƳ ŜȄǇŜŘƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƴŜƻƴ ōǳƭōǎ ŀƴŘ άƭŀƳǇ 
ƭƻƻǇǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǳƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎǎ ǳǇΦ  
 
The December 1947 QST article stated 
that:  

"the conditions under which the ra-
dio equipment aboard the raft was 
to operate presented many unusual 

problems. Proximity of 
the craft's deck to the 
sea and the relatively 
small protection af-
forded by the thatched 
bamboo cabin meant 
that the gear would 
have to withstand the 
effects of moisture. It 
was desired to have 
transmitter units light 

and tight enough so that if they 
should fall overboard they could be 
fished out and put to work again 
immediately. Operation was re-
quired on maritime and amateur 
frequencies. Both 'phone and CW 
were specified. The transmitters 
were to be tuned, closed up and re-
main watertight unless something 
went wrong. It must be possible to 
load them up on antennas of what-
ever length could be erected on 
available supports. With these re-
quirements in mind, [C. F. Haddock] 
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Kon-Tiki  LI2B/MM 
By Bob Farkaly, K9RHY 

Old Timers 

I paged through one 1947 QST 
magazine after another, 
searching for call signs of post-
WWII DXers who were fortu-
nate enough to have put LI2B 
into their log books. After 
finding about 40 calls, my next 
step was to run each one 
down through QRZ.com. Sit-
ting in front of my computer, I 
was increasingly saddened to 
see that the keys of one Old 
Time DXer after another had 
grown silent.  My list of possi-
bilities ended up being very 
short; just three calls from Kon
-Tiki days were active: W6GAL, 
W0MNU and LA7Y. I sent each 
a long letter telling them what 
I was researching and asking 
them to contact me to help 
add to this story. I learned that 
W0MNU ς who must have 
been a Big Gun on 10 meters ς 
was reissued in 1968 to 
W7LCA while working on the 
Space Station project in Iowa. I 
also received a very welcome 
call from W6GAL who had 
been reassigned that call in 
1960 while working for Collins 
Radio. So the original W6GAL 
had become a Silent Key but 
the new W6GAL had an in-
ŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ LΩƭƭ ǉǳƻǘŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ²сD![Ωǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 
before we talked on the tele-
ǇƘƻƴŜΥ άKon-Tiki was a high 
point in my memory. It does 
seem I had a contact with 
them on 10, but I think it was 
ŀǎ ²л{!LΦέ IŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻƭπ
lected to me over the tele-
phone that he remembered 
hearing and calling LI2B who 
was on AM cross mode on CW 
(Joe was an ex-Navy radio 
ǘŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘŜǊύ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ 
the grade.  Wow! The last call 
that still had an active 
QRZ.com listing was LA7Y. I 
sent him 2 letters, but unfortu-
nately, no response. If LA7Y is 
still active, it looks to me that 
he must be the one of the last 
ς if not the last - living DXers 
to have worked LI2B. 

Continued on Page 5 


